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To the Promoters of the 
Schu for Improving and 
Extending the NavicaTION 
of the River STour from 


Sax DWICH to CAN TERBURV, 
in the CounTY of KenrT. 


GENTLEMEN, 


N an age, in which Navigations have 


been carried into execution, with ad- 
vantage, through countries that from their 
rugged and hilly ſurfaces ſeem little caleu- 
lated for works of that kind, I am ſurpriſed 


that an extention of the Navigation to Can- 
terbury ſhould have been ſo long neglected. 


NaviGAT1oNs, in ſituations like this, 


that can be carried into execution for fo [ 


trifling | 


( 4) 
trifling an expence, compared with the ad- 


vantages expected from it, need only be 
pointed out to be immediately adopted. 


Tux advantages that the Inhabitants of 
Canterbury and its Vicinity would derive 
from this extention, are ſo obvious, that it 


is needleſs for me to dwell upon them. 


Nori more is wanting to the pre- 
ſent Navigation between Sandwich and 
Fordwich, than to make a Horſe Towing 
Path along the banks of the river; the pre- 
ſent method of haling by men being atten- 


ded with conſiderable delay. I am in- 
formed, that a boat is ſeldom leſs than four 
days, often conſiderably more, in making 
a voyage from Fordwich to Sandwich and 
back, though the diſtance between thoſe 
places is only about 15 miles; whereas 


when 
% 


„ 
when a Horſe Towing Path is adopted, 


and the extention completed, a barge never 
need be more than eight hours, in going 
the whole diſtance from Sandwich to Can- 


ter bury. 


THERE are ſeveral different lines, by 
which the Navigation might be extended 


to Canterbury. 


ONE idea, was to have deſerted the pre- 
ſent river at the upper end of Pouldwood 
Cat, and made the Weſtbeer drain naviga- 
ble to a place marked B on the Plan hereto 
annexed ; thence to have followed the dot- 
ted line by the upper end of Sturry Street, 
to the North or Lower Mill head. I took 


an accurate view of this line, but found fo 


many difficulties to encounter from the va- 


rious and claſhing intereſts through which 
the 


W 
the Cut muſt paſs; the very heavy expence 


that would be incurred from the ſpungineſs 
of the ſoil on which the Towing Path muſt 
be made, and from the great number of 
communication bridges that would be ne- 
ceſſary to the numerous ſmall meadows or 
marſhes ſouth of the drain, that upon ma- 
ture conſideration, I gave up the idea as 


unadviſeable. 
0 

ANOTHER line that occurred, was, to 
pull down and rebuild F ordwich bridge ſuf- 
ficient for barges to paſs under it, and con- 
tinuing the Navigation along the preſent 
river under Sturry bridge, enter into the 
South Mill and Barton Mill heads by a 
ſhort cut and a lock at each. The evils 
attending this line would principally ariſe 
from the great number of ſhallows which 
are formed in the river; theſe, though 


they 


* 
they might be removed at no very conſider- 
able expence, would be apt upon every flood 
to form again, and thereby impede the Na- 
vigation, and be an almoſt continual ex- 
pence; beſides, being upon a ſtrong ſtream, 
between Mills that are continually going, 
it would require a greater force to draw the 
barges againſt the fiream, But as the ex- 
pence of exccuting this line would be leſs 
than any other I can point out, I have ſub- 
joined an eſtimate of the ſame, leaving the 


Gentlemen concerned to adopt which line 


they think proper. 


BuT the line that even upon my firſt 
view of the country appeared to me the 
beſt, and which upon mature conſideration 
I certainly recommend to/ be carried into 
execution, is to deſert the preſent river a 


little below Park Dyke, and lock up to 
the 


\ 


— 
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the level of Barton Mill head ; which can 


eaſily be effected by one lock; then croſſing 
the upper end of Fordwich ſtreet and the 
Margate road to the river fide, where croſ- 
ſing the river and keeping parallel with the 
ſame unite with it at Barton Mill head, 
and from thence by the preſent river to 
Canterbury. This line is marked with 
dots ::::: in the Plan annexed. © 


THr1s, when completed, will form one 
entire level water from Park Dyke to Can- 
terbury, ond will certainly make the moſt 
complete Navigation. The mills and low 
meadows would neither of them be the 
leaſt injured by it, and being carried clear 
of the 1055 lands, it would be little liable 
to be injured or impeded by floods, and 
from the great number of conſtant Springs 


from the high lands by which it paſſes (the 


„ 
water from which now joins the river below 
all the mills) it would be at all times fur- 
niſhed with water, without depriving the 
mills of any of their preſent ſupply, and 
paſſing through or cloſe to an inexhauſtible 
bed of gravel and brickearth, a conſtant 
ſupply of both thoſe articles would be fur- 
nithed at a cheap rate through the whole 
Line of Navigation, where they are much 
wanted; the diſtance beſides is Acarer than 
by the preſent river, and having but one 
lock, much time will be ſaved to the Na- 
vigator. Theſe are advantages which in my 
opinion are more than equivalent to the 
extra expence, which by the ſubjoined eſti- 
mate it appears this line will coſt, more than 
by continuing along the preſent river; but 


] beg it may be underſtood, that though 


the firſt coſt is greater, yet this line will, in 
the 


( 1 ) 


the end, prove the cheapeſt, as well as the 


beſt Navigation. 


Tux conſumption of Coals at Canter- 
bury is, I am informed, about fix thouſand 
chaldron per annum,. the greater part of 
which is now brought from Whitſtable 
and Hearn, by Land Carriage; for which 
ſeven ſhillings per chaldron is paid. The 
price of coals at thoſe places has been for 
five years, upon an average, 3d. per chal- 
dron more than at Sandwich; there can be 

little doubt, therefore, that when the pro- 
poſed extention is completed, but the whole 
of that trade will be conveyed by water car- 
riage; Iron, Timber, Slate, and all kinds 
of heavy goods will alſo be excluſively 
brought this way; therefore a very ſmall 
tonnage will be ſufficient to pay ample In- 
tereſt for any ſum of Money, that may be 
expended 


WS 


expended on the propoſed Improvement; 


and the goods landed at Canterbury con- 
ſiderably cheaper than by the preſent ex- 


penſive mode of land carriage. 


I canNnorT at preſent, neither is it ne- 
ceſſary, point out the exact tonnage that 
ſhould be laid upon the different goods paſ- 
ſing dong this Navigation.— There is not 
che leaſt doubt but that a very ſmall one 
will be ſufficient. 


I have the honour to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt obedient and very humble ſervant, 


J. HODSKINSON. 


Arundel Street, London, 
17th May, 1792, 
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An EsTimaTE of the Expence of 
extending the Navigation to Can- 


terbury by the preſent River. 


Removing ſhallows between Me” =D 
Park Dyke and Fordwich 
Bridge — 60 o o©o 
Taking down and rebuilding 
Fordwich Bridge on the old 
foundation — 150 © © 


Removing a ſhallow a little 

above Fordwich Bridge - 20 0 0 
Ditto at Sturry Bridge - 50 0 0 
A new Foot Bridge from the 

Houſe to the Mill — 30 0 0 


Carried up 310 0 0 
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Brought up 310 © 


Making a new Cut from Sturry 

North Mill tail acroſs the 

Meadow to the South Mill 

head, as per plan, 200 yards, 

at 48. 6d. per yard = 45 © © 
A Lock at ditto — 210 © 0 


A Towing Bridge over the end 
of the North Mill ſtream 30 0 © 


Removing a ſhallow and two 

ſmall iſlands above the Horſe 

Shoe... '- — 50 © 0 
A new Cut a little below Bar- 

ton Mill tail into the ſaid 

Mill head, 264 yards, at 48. 


per yard — =; 003 36 < 
A Lock at ditto — 350 0 0 


A Towing Bridge over the tail 
of Mr. Callaway's Mill ſtream 25 o o 


Carried over 1072 16 © 


„„ „ . 
Brought up 1072 16 O 


A A Towing Path, 4400 yards, at 

18. 6d. per yard,” — 330 0 © 
Purchaſe of land for ditto and 

new Cuts, fix acres, at 60l. 

per acre f — 360 © © 
Towing Path from Fordwich 

Bridge to Sandwich, 1 5 miles 
at gol. per mile . 
Superviſal and other contin- 


gences, at 10l. per cent. 251 5 © 


; Total . 2764 1 0 
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An EsTIMaTE of the Expence of 


extending the NavicaTION by a 
New Cut from Park Dyke, as 


marked in the annexed Plan. 


3 


Common cutting 4400 yards, 

at 48. per yard — 880 © 0 
Towing Path, 4400 yards, at 

18. ditto - - "120.0 © 
Purchaſe of land for the above 

14 acres, at gol. - 700 © © 
Extra cutting crofling Ford- 

wich Street - 150 © 0 
An Aqueduct croſſing Bar- 

ton Mill tail - 200 0 0 


One lock near Park Dyke 600 o 0 


Carried over 2750 © © 


| — Bridges, 3, at 


Brought up 2750 


R Fol. ia & 1 150 


Road Bridge acroſs Fordwich 


ſtreet with extra brickwork 300 


Ditto acroſs the Margate road 200 


Towing Path from Barton Mill 

head to Canterbury, 880 
yards, at 18s. 285 44 
Purchaſe of land for ditto 60 

Towing Path from Park Lake 


to Sandwich, 144 miles, at 


gol. per mile — 712 


Unforeſeen accidents, ſuper- 
viſal and other contingen- 


ces, 10l. per cent. — 421 


10 


13 


Total £. 4638 
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